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The Otter Gallery forms an integral and vital part of the University of Chichester. It
offers a welcoming and accessible space for art to both its immediate community of
staff and students and diverse audiences beyond. Core to the gallery’s mission is the
care, promotion and development of the University’s art collections including a
nationally significant collection of mid-20th Century British art, reflecting its original
intention to place art at the heart of people’s lives.

Our vision is that by 2020 the Otter Gallery will be a stimulus for research and
learning, exploring new perspectives and insights through practice, display,
interpretation and engagement.

The Otter Gallery is delighted to have gained Museum
Accreditation from Arts Council England. The
Accreditation Scheme sets nationally agreed standards
for UK museums. To qualify, museums must meet
standards on how they are managed, for the services
they offer and on how they care for collections.
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Significant Walks
Until  Friday 16 January 2015 

Significant Walks explores the reality of  walking for people with chronic low back pain,
presenting the experience of  participants who have identified a short walk of  particular
significance to them. These walks have been recorded by synthesizing eye level video
documentation of  each personal walk with simultaneously gathered biomechanical data
monitoring posture and movement. This hybrid documentation is then manipulated by each
participant in order to visualize the nature and challenge of  their experience of  walking. The
resulting immersive artwork acts as a vehicle for both the science of  data collection and also
the reality of  the individual at the core of  scientific understanding, reminding us that in
considering the experience of  others we can better appreciate our own realities. Funded by
the Wellcome Trust, Significant Walks combines the research interests of  a collaborative
team including Dr Shirley Chubb, Reader in Interdisciplinary Art and Neil Bryant, digital artist
and media specialist at the University of  Chichester, biomechanical engineer Dr Kambiz
Saber-Sheikh and Professor Ann Moore, Head of  the Centre for Health Research, School of
Health Sciences, University of  Brighton. For more information on the project visit
http://significantwalks.com/
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Emergence
Friday 23 January – Sunday 1 March 2015

Emergence exhibits the works of twelve artists at the midpoint of their Master of Arts studies in
Fine Art at the University of Chichester. The exhibition provides an opportunity for these
emerging artists to present their current research methodologies and ideas within their studio
practice. Using a variety of concepts, materials and processes, Emergence is a platform for
discussion, critical thinking and reflection as each student refines their practice in preparation for
their final show in September 2015.

Collectively, the works represent a variety of rigorous individual enquiries into the formal qualities
of painting, drawing and sculpture. Each artist has established a dialogue with their chosen
medium, exploring and developing their own method and language. The visual and tactile merits
of each work references our experiential understanding of the world; through a collaboration
with material and process, through an observation of landscape or place, or through a study of
the human condition in which the body acts as a vehicle for sensed embodied experience.

Emergence provides a chance for artists Sehila Craft, Gemma Green, George Hinton, Kelly Horn,
Keiko Iwamoto, Brad Kenny, Adrian Merrifield, Ross Morgan, Deborah Petch, Rachel Redfern,
Mary Roslin, and Dean Rossiter to contemplate their creative enquiry so far, and contributes to
the progression of their art practice as research.
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Graylingwell Heritage Project
Saturday 7 March – Sunday 19 April 2015
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Over the past year, the Graylingwell Heritage Project has been exploring the rich social and
cultural history of  Graylingwell Hospital in Chichester from its origins as the West Sussex
County Asylum which opened in 1897, to its closure as a mental health facility in 2001. This
community heritage arts programme is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund and is a
collaboration between West Sussex Record Office, the University of  Chichester’s History and
Politics Department, Pallant House Gallery and Chichester Community Development Trust.

The exhibition provides a snapshot of  the collective memories, conversations and research
documentation undertaken by the partners and wider community. Selected key objects, and
images of  the people and history of  the hospital are juxtaposed with new art work. The
artworks bring together a mass of  imagery made by Pallant House Gallery’s Creative Team,
led by Rachel Johnston with staff, patients and community members. Combining historical
material with contemporary reflections around mental health difficulties and treatments, this
show unearths the complexity of  human experiences in the hospital’s history, presenting it
through new interpretive art practice. Project partners include the University of  Chichester’s
Head of  History and Politics, Professor Hugo Frey, Community Historian and Researcher, 
Dr Maureen Wright, and University graduate, Sarah-Rance Riley. 
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Bump and Grind 
Saturday 2 May – Friday 5 June 2015

The rough and tumble of working in a shared artists’ studio can take it out of you.  Ask the
students on a Fine Art degree programme, like those in the first and second years of the one
here at the University of Chichester.  Visiting artists and lecturers frequently tell us our facilities
are great and students’ spaces are ‘proper’ studios that allow for real work to take shape. But ask
our undergrads in the thick of it - eeking out time and materials and then negotiating with
neighbours and moving between workshops and experimental areas - it’s a grind.

But this is what studying Fine Art is all about – cut and thrust …. ducking and diving …. finding
inner resources and going out on a limb …. bumping up the ambition and falling off the pedestal.
There’s nothing like it.  

This exhibition is a snapshot of the rich mix of ideas, actions, research and experiments,
moments of being sublimely lost or cunningly in control - landmarks on a journey.  It’s exciting to
watch it in the studios, so we thought we’d share it with you – come and see the bump and
grind for yourself!
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Art in Mind 
Monday 15 June – Sunday 27 September

Art in Mind is an innovative and collaborative project between four Coastal and West Sussex
Mind Centres, the University of  Chichester’s Fine Art department and the Otter Gallery.
Started in autumn 2014 with lead project artist Helen Peters guiding some 15 local mental
health members from mixed age ranges, participants have taken part in hands-on workshops
at the gallery and at their centres to get to know the gallery’s Modern British art collection.
Adopting the role of  “curator”, the participants have chosen what they like, learning about
the materials and processes involved and about the history behind the pieces and being
inspired by their chosen originals to create new art work across different unusual forms of
media.

Art in Mind is an exhibition resulting from this topical project, showcasing between 20 and 30
pieces from the permanent collection alongside the participants’ fresh artistic responses.
Sound and film documentation, public gallery tours, talks and workshops contribute to this
increasingly relevant issue, raising awareness of  the proven health benefits that hands-on
engagement with authentic artefacts and artistic techniques can bring, not only to mental
health sufferers but also to the wider community.
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Tahera Aziz: [re]locate
Friday 9 October – Sunday 6 December

This multi-channel sound installation, by London-based visual artist and educator Tahera Aziz,
responds to the tragic events surrounding the racially motivated murder of the black teenager
Stephen Lawrence near a bus stop in south east London in 1993. 

Taking the notion of the daily routine of waiting at the bus stop as its starting point, the artwork
explores the disruption of the everyday to foreground the murder once again, highlighting
detailed elements that have particular resonance. The work examines the processes involved
with struggling to preserve the memory of the case, which has had a deep impact in public life,
whilst offering new insights.

This timely exhibition reflects the fact that the Stephen Lawrence case continues to remain a
subject in the news. In hosting [re]locate here at the Otter Gallery an opportunity arises to
explore new interpretations and professional opportunities between the University of
Chichester’s Institute of Education, widening participation and engagement within the local
school and college community while highlighting equality and diversity issues through the showing
of this project during Black History Month in October 2015.
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Forthcoming exhibition –Autumn 2015
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Events at the Otter Gallery January – August 2015

New for 2015: Get To Know Your Gallery!
Join the gallery team for an hour’s walk and talk - find out about the Otter Gallery’s collection
of  20th and 21st Century art in the gallery and around campus.  

Walk and Talk Dates:

• Wednesday 4 February, 12.30-1.30pm
• Wednesday 11 March, 12.30-1.30pm
• Wednesday 6 May, 12.30-1.30pm
• Wednesday 8 July, 12.30-1.30pm
• Wednesday 19 August, 12.30pm-1.30pm

Illustrated talks by Dr Gill Clarke, Visiting Professor at the Otter Gallery:

Wednesday 11 February, 12.30-1.30pm
Making their Mark: Slade Artists in the Bishop Otter Collection
Selected works from the Collection will be on display during this talk about artists who
trained at the Slade including Walter Sickert who enrolled for a year’s course in 1881 under
Legros; Paul Nash and Bernard Meninsky who studied under Henry Tonks; and Paul Feiler
and Ben Enwonwu and who were taught by Randolph Schwabe in the 1930s and 1940s. The
focus will be on outlining the Slade traditions and the lives and careers of  these students and
their teachers. 

Wednesday 25 March, 12.30-1.30pm
London Group Artists in the Bishop Otter Collection
Jacob Epstein is credited with the name of  this broadly-based exhibiting group which grew
out of  the amalgamation of  several small groups of  painters including the Fitzroy Street
Group and the Camden Town Group in 1913. This talk will focus on selected works by artists
in the Collection who were members of  the London Group including Epstein, Roger Fry,
Mary Fedden, Hans Feibusch and John Bratby. 

Friday 15 May, 12.30-1.30pm
Coastal Connections in the Bishop Otter Collection
This talk will showcase selected works from the Collection in order to look at how artists
have recorded particular aspects of  life on the coast. Featured work will include Alfred Wallis’
Boat (c.1930), Christopher Wood’s Tréboul Harbour (c.1930), William Scott’s Harbour
(1950-51), John Craxton Fisherman and Net (1951), William Alexander Burns’ Small
Harbour (c.1967) and Richard Eurich’s Solent Angler (1975). 

All gallery events are free of charge (unless stated otherwise) but please book in advance. 
Email galleryevents@chi.ac.uk or telephone 01243 816098 to book. 
Visit www.chi.ac.uk/ottergallery for updated information about talks, workshops and 
events at the Otter Gallery. 
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Wednesday 18 February, 10am-12noon
Engage with Art: Hands-on creative activities for families,
coinciding with the exhibition Emergence. 

Wednesday 25 February, 12.30pm-1.30pm
Exhibition tour: MA students explain the work featured in
their exhibition, Emergence, with Q&A opportunities.

Wednesday 18 March, 12.30pm-1.30pm
Exhibition talk: A talk by artists, historians and project
workers involved in the Graylingwell Heritage Project.

Monday 30 March, 10am-12noon
Engage with Art: Hands-on creative activities for children,
coinciding with the Graylingwell Project exhibition.

Friday 17 April, 3pm-5pm
Exhibition talk: An informal session in which visitors can talk to the project partners involved
in the Graylingwell Project exhibition.  

Wednesday 13 May, 12.30-1.30pm
Exhibition talk: What’s all this Bump and Grind? Senior Lecturer in Fine Art, Christopher
McHugh talks about the selected undergraduate exhibition.

Tuesday 19 May, 5.30pm-6.30pm
Exhibition talk: Behind the Scenes at the Gallery. Fine Art staff and students discuss the work
on show in Bump and Grind.

Thursday 21 May, 5.30pm-6.30pm
Exhibition tour: Degree show walkabout. A chance to explore a selection of  exhibits on
display in the Fine Art BA Degree show. Please note: this event will take place in artOne.

Wednesday 27 May, 10am-12noon
Children’s workshop: Hands-on creative activities for children, coinciding with the exhibition
Bump and Grind. 

Wednesday 15 July, 12.30pm-1.30pm
Exhibition talk: Art in Mind project partners discuss how this innovative scheme came about.

Monday 27 July & Monday 24 August, 10am-12noon 
Engage with Art: Hands-on creative activities for families, coinciding with the exhibition Art
in Mind. 

Other Events at the Otter Gallery
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Creative writing workshops

The Otter Gallery’s poet-in-residence Stephanie Norgate hosts regular creative writing
workshops aimed at developing poems and other writings in response to exhibitions at
the gallery. 

Poet and playwright Stephanie, Reader in Creative Writing at the University of  Chichester.
runs the MA in Creative Writing in the English and Creative Writing Department. 

In 2013 Stephanie edited Poetry and Voice (Cambridge Scholars Publishing), a book of
essays. Previous works include The Blue Den (Bloodaxe Books, 2012) and her debut
poetry collection, Hidden River (Bloodaxe Books, 2008), which was shortlisted for the
Forward First Collection Prize and Jerwood Aldeburgh Prize. She convened the
international Poetry and Voice conference in 2010 and her plays have been broadcast on
Radio 4. 

Her 90-minute sessions take place within the gallery itself, taking inspiration from the
exhibition space at the time. They are open to beginners or those with experience.
Members of  the public are welcome at the workshops, which are £3 per session (free to
University staff  and students). 

2015 workshop dates:
•  Wednesday 28 January, 12noon-1.30pm
•  Wednesday 15 April, 12noon-1.30pm

To book a place on a creative writing workshop please email galleryevents@chi.ac.uk
or telephone 01243 816098.
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With poet-in-residence Stephanie Norgate
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Learning activities

The Otter Gallery offers artist or gallery staff  led learning sessions for schools, colleges,
day centres and community groups. Based around our exhibitions programme or
permanent art collection, these sessions can be tailored to suit each group’s needs.

To book a place on any of  our events email galleryevents@chi.ac.uk, telephone 
01243 816098 or book online at http://store.chi.ac.uk. Our website is frequently
updated with new events and workshops – visit www.chi.ac.uk/otter-gallery/otter-
gallery-events-workshops.

Creative opportunities throughout the year

These can be one-off  morning, afternoon or all-day sessions linked, for example, to the
school curriculum or themed around particular subject areas; we can also offer on-going
projects if  desired. The sessions can offer valuable hands-on engagement with historical
artefacts held in the gallery’s collection.

There is generally no charge or a small charge for learning sessions in the gallery. To find
out more or to book a session contact the gallery team at gallery@chi.ac.uk or
telephone 01243 816098.
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20th and 21st Century British Art

The Otter Gallery is home to an extensive collection of art that includes works across all
media. The collection was started in 1947 when Eleanor Hipwell, head of art for the Bishop
Otter College, acquired three paintings from an exhibition held at the Victoria and Albert
Museum in order to display them in the college. Shortly afterwards, Miss KE Murray was
appointed as a new principal. Along with Eleanor Hipwell’s successor, Sheila McCririck, Miss
Murray was determined to develop a collection of contemporary art that would inspire and
inform the students of the college. 

She was helped by the support of Bishop Bell, chairman of the Bishop Otter College Council,
and Walter Hussey, who arrived as the new Dean at Chichester cathedral in 1955. Their
support helped promote acceptance of sometimes controversial and challenging pieces such
as Patrick Heron’s Black and White.

As the collection grew, it was displayed throughout the college
for the benefit of students and staff. Some outstanding pieces in
the collection may be seen in annual exhibitions at the Otter
Gallery and are frequently displayed around the Learning
Resource Centre. Items are regularly loaned to regional, national
and international galleries. 

If  you are interested in viewing particular works from the
collection please refer to our website list then contact the gallery
to make an appointment.  

Visit www.chi.ac.uk/ottergallery to see information about the
collection. 

The Collection 
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The Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 

The Otter Gallery is situated in the Learning Resource Centre at the University’s Bishop
Otter campus in Chichester. The LRC is an award-winning modern facility with an
extensive and regularly refreshed library complete with a large range of  books, papers
and journals. For art lovers, there is a wide selection of  books, periodicals and DVDs. 

You don’t have to be a student to use the library – any member of  the public is welcome
to use it free of  charge for reference purposes and there are also four categories of
associate membership available on payment of  the appropriate annual fee. For further
information please telephone 01243 816000 or visit the library to collect the Visitor
Access to our Library Services leaflet.

The LRC is open from 8am-10pm on weekdays and from 10am-7pm at weekends (during
semester time) with free parking on campus after 5pm (weekdays) and at weekends.
There is a Costa Coffee café near the gallery with a seating area.

Come and visit an exhibition at the gallery, take part in a creative workshop, browse
through our library shelves, pick up an art magazine or just relax with a cup of  coffee.



Mailing list
If  you would like to be added to our mailing list to receive information about exhibitions, events
and workshops, please email gallery@chi.ac.uk or telephone 01243 816098.

Access
There is allocated parking for people with disabilities in the car park opposite the Learning
Resource Centre. These can be used free of charge provided the vehicle is displaying a valid blue
badge and the registered disabled person is driving or is a passenger. The gallery is situated on the
ground floor of the LRC and accessible by wheelchair, with accessible toilets at ground floor level.

How to find us 
The Otter Gallery is situated on the ground floor of the Learning Resource Centre (LRC) at the
University of Chichester’s Bishop Otter campus in College Lane, Chichester. The LRC is the
large building on the left at the main entrance to the campus.

The gallery is a 15-minute walk from Chichester city centre or a 20-minute walk from the train
station. Stagecoach’s No 50 bus service runs between the bus/railway station, the city centre
and the Bishop Otter campus. The U7 bus service runs between Chichester and Bognor Regis
with a stop at the Bishop Otter campus. Other buses stop at the end of College Lane.  

Visit the About Us section at www.chi.ac.uk for information about finding the University of
Chichester, including walking directions.

Bus and train
stations

Bishop Otter
Campus

Alternative
parking:
Northgate
car park

Alternative
parking:
Eastgate
car park
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Parking 
Limited free parking is available for up to 30 minutes opposite the Learning Resource Centre
(Otter Gallery location). For a longer stay during the teaching day (8am-5pm) you may use the
pay or display car park opposite the Learning Resource Centre. A valid pay and display ticket will
also be valid in all other car parks on campus, other than the barrier controlled and restricted
parking bays. 

Please note that without valid parking, car owners may face a fine. Alternative parking is available
off-campus – please see map below. 

The Otter Gallery

Entrance

Parking

Gallery opening times
Semester opening:  9am-9pm Monday to Friday; 11am-6pm weekends

Holiday opening: 9am-5pm Monday to Friday (last admission 4.30pm); closed weekends

2014/15 holiday dates: 20 December 2014 - 19 January 2015; 28 March - 13 April; 16 May - 6
September. 

The gallery is closed Good Friday, Easter Sunday and bank holidays – see website for full details
on opening hours: www.chi.ac.uk/otter-gallery/visit-us
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Have you thought about
Postgraduate study?

Your community,your University

Our postgraduate Master’s
programmes in Creative Writing,
Cultural History and Fine Art offer
you the opportunity to increase
your knowledge and skills, prepare
you for doctoral research,
enhance your CV and provide you
with a fresh challenge. 

Postgraduate courses
• MA Creative Writing
• MA Cultural History
• MA Fine Art 

Applications are invited for full-time and 
part-time routes.

PhD supervision
We can also offer PhD supervision by a strong,
research-active team with a range of expertise
across number of fields of study.

Details of the bursaries we provide to
postgraduate research students can be provided
by the Research and Employer Engagement
Office by emailing pgrsupport@chi.ac.uk.

Find out more
For further information about postgraduate
study, please contact Admissions on:
• Tel: +44 (0)1243 816002
• Email: admissions@chi.ac.uk
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Alison MacLeod
Professor of Contemporary Fiction
Alison’s third novel, Unexploded, was long-listed for
the 2013 Man-Booker Prize and one of The
Observer’s ‘Books of the Year’. Her novels include
The Changeling and The Wave Theory of  Angels.
Alison is a lecturer and supervisor, in contemporary
literature and culture, modernist and postmodernist
fiction, and developments within short fiction.  

Dr Hakim Adi 
Reader in the History 
of Africa and the 
African Diaspora
Hakim’s debut book, West
Africans in Britain 1900-
1960, was the first major
work on the subject. Over
the last ten years, he has
given international keynote
addresses and invited
lectures at prominent
universities across the
world. Hakim is the
associate editor of The
African and Diasporic
Cultural Studies Series and
he has acted as adviser to
several high profile museum
exhibitions, as well as
publishing a short biography
of Nelson Mandela.

Dr Shirley Chubb 
Reader in Interdisciplinary Art
Shirley’s interest lies in exploring the cultural and
social resonance of particular museum
collections and archives. Her work has been
exhibited internationally, and her research
crosses a number of conventional discipline
boundaries including, Fine Art, History,
Ethnography, Medicine and Museology.
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Contact Details

Otter Gallery
University of Chichester
College Lane
Chichester PO19 6PE

Tel: 01243 816098
Email: gallery@chi.ac.uk 

Admission to the gallery is free at all times.
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A large print version of this brochure is
available on request. Please email
gallery@chi.ac.uk if you would like a copy. 


